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MELKSHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

MINUTES OF THE ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON MONDAY, 17 JUNE 2019  

IN THE TOWN HALL AT 7.00PM 
 

 
Present:  Councillor A Westbrook (Chair) 

Councillor J Hubbard (Mayor) 
Councillor S Brown 
Councillor K Iles 
Councillor G Mitcham 
Councillor M Pain 
Councillor M Sankey  
Councillor T Watts 
 

In attendance: Councillor R Wiltshire 
 
Officer:  Mrs L A Roberts, Town Clerk 

Mrs L A McRandle – Acting Deputy Town Clerk 
 
One member of the press was present. 
 
Public Participation 
 
No member of public wished to speak. 
         
2019/ 
 
176. APOLOGIES 
 

Apologies were received from Councillor H Illman, Deputy Town Mayor. 
 

177. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 

178.      MINUTES 

             The Minutes of 28 May 2019, having previously been circulated were signed as a  
correct record.  

 
179. MELKSHAM TOWN CENTRE VISIONING EXERCISE  
  

The Town Clerk informed Members the town needed a wide reaching Masterplan fit 
for the future, however the Town Council needed guidance on how to get there and 
therefore had invited Gerald Milward-Oliver FRSA, Townswork to address Members 
on proposals to begin a Vision for Melksham. 
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Gerald explained that following a recent report on town centres, it was noted “each 
town centre would need to define a new purpose for a future predicated on 
economic activity and social discourse.  They will need to balance the functions it 
serves, including employment, commercial, leisure, community, healthcare, 
education and housing.   Key to success is a strong evidence base, meaningful 
engagement with stakeholders and embracing new technology – a strategic 
approach, not centred on single issues.” 
 
“Every town centre should identify its core, where economic activity will be focused.  
New residential development should be allowed only in the non-core areas, with the 
exception of bringing empty space above retail units into residential use.  The town 
plan should be underpinned  by a spatial master plan and then firmly grounded in 
the formal local plan”. 

 
Gerald explained Melksham had been no different to other market towns in recent 
years, dealing with the removal from the town centre of major employers, changes 
in  how people shop, increased disparity in cost between traditional retail and on-
line shopping, increased demand for quality leisure provision, increased demand for 
health and social care provision and a major reduction in the capacity of local 
authorities to provide support and resource, as a consequence of ten years of 
austerity. 
 
Gerald explained Melksham faces tremendous opportunities, given its location, 
increasing strong infrastructure and a growing population in the working age, but 
also significant challenges, particularly that any major employment is on the edge of 
town, with a probability there is little day-to-day benefit to the town centre 
commerce from those sites.  Also, areas around the town centre are looking tired 
and need a revival with more utilisation of the river taking place. 
 
Gerald also explained the various opportunities within the town and the need for 
imaginative and ambitious strategic thinking, feeding off exemplars and 
benchmarking from other communities regionally, nationally and internationally who 
have faced similar challenges.  There will also need to be strong ‘buy-in’ and 
partnership working with Wiltshire Council and the LEP and members of the 
community. 
 
The Town Clerk explained that any Masterplan would be more strategic than the 
Neighbourhood Plan and that she was due to meet officers/members at Wiltshire 
Council regarding the future of Melksham. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Westbrook, seconded by Councillor Pain and 

 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED  that a Scoping Exercise precludes a Visioning Exercise 
and to appoint Townswork to undertake the first step at a total of £2500 with 
tenders being sought at the appropriate time to undertake the Visioning Exercise. 
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180.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS: 
 
  The Town Council had no objection to the following planning applications: 
 
 

Application 
Number 

Applicant Location of 
Development 

Description of 
Development 

 
19/04950/FUL 
 
 

 
Mr Ryan 
Poolman 

 
10 Chalfield 
Crescent, SN12 7BU 

 
Proposed new dwelling 

 
19/04988/FUL 
 
 

 
Mr Sam 
Hendy 

 
1 Berkeley Close, 
SN12 6AZ 

 
Proposed front and rear 
single storey extensions 

 
  The Town Council objected to the following planning application: 
 

Application 
Number 

Applicant Location of 
Development 

Description of 
Development 

 
19/00393/FUL 

 

 
Mr David 
Ballantyne 

 
3 Place Road, SN12 
6JN 

 
Installation of a fold-down 
lockable bollard between 
the two stone piers at the 
rear entrance/exit to 
Melksham House  

 

 
Melksham Town Council did not support this application for the following reasons: 
 

 The lack of consultation with other residents. 

 Concern over the detrimental impact on emergency vehicles who may 
have to use the entrance. 

 Who would be responsible for locking/unlocking. 

 The lack of information regarding the legal status of Place Road.  Whilst the 
understanding that it is a private road, the road may be adopted by the 
Highway Authority at some point in the future. 

 It is not clear what the right of passage is over Place Road. 

 The affect on users of the campus 
 

 
  

https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdDetails.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&TYPE=PL/PlanningPK.xml&PARAM0=900145&XSLT=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLDetails.xslt&FT=Planning%20Application%20Details&PUBLIC=Y&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&DAURI=PLANNING
https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdDetails.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&TYPE=PL/PlanningPK.xml&PARAM0=900183&XSLT=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLDetails.xslt&FT=Planning%20Application%20Details&PUBLIC=Y&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&DAURI=PLANNING
https://planning.wiltshire.gov.uk/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/Generic/StdDetails.aspx?PT=Planning%20Applications%20On-Line&TYPE=PL/PlanningPK.xml&PARAM0=895759&XSLT=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/xslt/PL/PLDetails.xslt&FT=Planning%20Application%20Details&PUBLIC=Y&XMLSIDE=/Northgate/PlanningExplorer/SiteFiles/Skins/Wiltshire/Menus/PL.xml&DAURI=PLANNING
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181. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 
 181.1 Invitation to Neighbourhood Plan Surgery at County Hall on Tuesday,  

16 July 9:00-14:00 hours.  To nominate 3 representatives to attend  
 
Councillors Watts, Westbrook, Hubbard, as an Area Board Member and the  
Town Clerk agreed to attend the above surgery. 
 

181.2 Notes on Neighbourhood Planning Edition 22, May 2019 produced by the  
Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local Government. 
 
The correspondence was noted. 
 

181.3 Planning Local Newsletter – Issue 12, June 2019 
 
 The correspondence was noted. 

 
182. COMMUNITY CENTRE, EAST OF MELKSHAM 
 

Following the Planning Meeting on 11 March 2019, officers of both Melksham Town 
Council and Melksham Without Parish Council had met to discuss a way forward 
regarding a community centre, East of Melksham. 
 
Members were informed that ongoing investigations were taking place regarding the 
terms of the Section 106 Agreement, whether alternative sites could be used nearby 
or within the Melksham Without Parish Council area and the type of building which 
could be constructed with £500K Section 106s monies. 
 
It was noted that Hallam Land Management had stated:  

 
“Should the Town Council or Melksham Without Parish Council wish to see a building 
larger than what is required under the Section 106 Agreement, then Hallam Land 
Management would be happy to transfer the Community Hall land and the funds 
required to construct the building specified in the Section 106, subject to the 
agreement of Wiltshire Council.  The Town Council/Melksham Without could then use 
additional funds from S106/CIL etc to construct a larger building to their liking.” 

 
However, Hallam Land Management had stated “they would not be willing to 
construct a larger building on the site themselves (with the benefit of additional 
funds provided by the Town Council/Melksham Without) due to the additional 
construction risk that they would be taking on.” 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Westbrook, seconded by Councillor Hubbard, and 
 
UNANIMOUSLY RESOLVED that the Clerk clarify with Hallam Land Management the 
area of the land earmarked for a community centre and how it will be accessed. 
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183. TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE ORDERS 
 

183.1 Footpath MELK2, King George V Park; MELK 3, King George V Park and  
MELK52 Lowbourne, King George V Park.  For Parkfest, Friday 19 July, 17:30- 
23:30 hours and Party in the Park, Saturday, 20 July 11:00-23:30 hours 
 
Members had no objection to this application. 
 

183.2 A350 (part); A365 (part), A3102 (part), and B3107 (Part) Melksham and  
Melksham Without to enable resurfacing works in conjunction with the  
A350 Farmers Roundabout.  To come into operation on 8 July.  Closures will  
be required between the hours of 20:00 and 06:00 until 19 July. 
 

  No objection to this application. 
 

184. TRAFFIC ORDER REGULATIONS – CRANESBILL ROAD, NIGHTJAR ROAD AND  
GREENFINCH CLOSE 

 
Members were circulated within the agenda pack pre consultation information for a 
Traffic Order Regulation in East Melksham to introduce No Waiting/Stopping, 
Monday-Friday 08:30-09.:30 and 14:45-15:45 hours and introduce ‘School Keep 
Clear Entrance’ markings on the following length of road: Cranesbill (north side), 
entrance/exit Forest & Sandridge School for approximately 41 metres. 
 
Members welcomed this application and it was: 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Hubbard, seconded by Councillor Sankey and 
 
RESOLVED to support this application. 

 
185. COMMUNITY AREA TRANSPORT GROUP 

 185.1 Pedestrian Safety – Snarlton Lane/Nightingale Close 
 

A report had been circulated by the Acting Deputy Town Clerk informing 
Members that a site visit was undertaken by the Town Clerk and Councillor 
Westbrook following concerns by a local resident regarding pedestrian safety 
on Snarlton Lane. 

 
Following the visit the Town Clerk had contacted Andy Cadwallader, Wiltshire 
Council to ask that in the short term, this area be given a priority, due to 
safety concerns, especially of children and asked that the hedges be trimmed 
back so that drivers sight lines could be improved.  However, in the long term 
highway safety measures be installed. 
 
It was proposed by Councillor Westbrook, seconded by Councillor  
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Hubbard and: 
 
RESOLVED:  That CATG be requested to look at installing a further barrier at  
the point where the road and footway meet, that the road is hatched in some  
way to alert drivers to the footway and recommending the installation of a  
‘slow, children playing/crossing’. 

 


